CABINET

Minutes of the meeting held on 14 January 2021 commencing at 7.00 pm

Present: Cllr. Fleming (Chairman)
Cllr. Dickins (Vice Chairman)
Cllrs. McArthur, Dyball, Maskell and Thornton

Cllrs. Coleman, McGarvey, Piper and Purves were also present.

158. Minutes

Resolved: That the Minutes of Cabinet held on 10 December 2020 and 15
December 2020 be agreed and signed as a correct record.

159. Declarations of interest

No additional declarations of interest were made.

160. Questions from Members

A Member asked how much the global Covid-19 pandemic had cost the Council. At
the invitation of the Chairman, the Portfolio Holder for Finance & Investments
responded that this figure had not materially altered since it was reported to
Council in November as part of the budget-setting process.

161. Matters referred from Council, Audit Committee, Scrutiny Committee, CIL
Spending Board or Cabinet Advisory Committees

There were none.

162. Calculation of Council Tax Base and other tax setting issues

The Portfolio Holder for Finance & Investments presented the report which set out
details of the calculation of the District’s tax base for council tax setting purposes.
The Principal Accountant set out that these figures were used to determine tax
rates for each of the council tax bands once the Council’s budget requirement was
known. The report also advised Members of the timetable for setting the 2021/22
council tax.

Public Sector Equality Duty
Members noted that consideration had been given to impacts under the Public
Sector Equality Duty.

Resolved: That it be recommended to Council that
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a)

b)
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the report of the Deputy Chief Executive and Chief Officer - Finance &
Trading for the calculation of the Council’s tax base for the year 2021/22
be approved;

pursuant to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive and Chief Officer -
Finance & Trading and in accordance with the Local Authorities
(Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992 (as amended) the
amount calculated by the Sevenoaks District Council as its council tax
base for the whole area for the year 2021/22 shall be 50,876.85;

pursuant to the report of the Deputy Chief Executive and Chief Officer -
Finance & Trading and in accordance with the Local Authorities
(Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992 (as amended) the
amount calculated by the Sevenoaks District Council as the council tax
base for 2021/22 for the calculation of local precepts shall be:

Parish Tax Base
Ash-cum-Ridley 2,426.35
Badgers Mount 328.16
Brasted 775.49
Chevening 1,445.79
Chiddingstone 602.21
Cowden 442.50
Crockenhill 654.75
Dunton Green 1,329.09
Edenbridge 3,730.15
Eynsford 944.94
Farningham 661.54
Fawkham 289.59
Halstead 767.03
Hartley 2,532.03
Hever 618.74
Hextable 1,677.33
Horton Kirby & South Darenth 1,276.35
Kemsing 1,825.81
Knockholt 633.11
Leigh 945.82
Otford 1,723.77
Penshurst 826.26
Riverhead 1,246.83
Seal 1,298.29
Sevenoaks Town 9,648.91
Sevenoaks Weald 611.46
Shoreham 686.73
Sundridge 928.01
Swanley 5,640.98
Westerham 2,037.57
West Kingsdown 2,321.26
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d) any expenses incurred by the Council in performing in part of its area a
function performed elsewhere in its area by a parish or community
council or the chairman of a parish meeting shall not be treated as
special expenses for the purposes of section 35 of the Local Government
Finance Act 1992.

163. Sencio Community Leisure

The Portfolio Holder for People & Places presented the report which proposed an
update to the Cabinet decision made on 15 December 2020 (Minute 157) relating to
the formal request from Sevenoaks Leisure Limited t/a Sencio Community Leisure
(Sencio) Board of Trustees for financial assistance to mitigate current financial
difficulties related to the impact of the Coronavirus outbreak and subsequent
recovery period.

The Deputy Chief Executive and Chief Officer - People & Places set out that the
Government had moved Kent into Tier 4 restrictions on 20 December 2020, and had
remained in this tier following a review on 30 December 2020. On 4 January 2021,
England was placed into a national lockdown, resulting in the enforced closure of
leisure centres and golf courses which had therefore impacted on the Cabinet
decision made in December 2020. As a result, Sencio was unable to reopen its
leisure centres on 2 January 2021 as per that Cabinet decision. It was therefore
proposed that the Cabinet decision be updated to reflect current restrictions.

Public Sector Equality Duty
Members noted that consideration had been given to impacts under the Public
Sector Equality Duty.

Resolved: That
a) the report be noted;

b) the Cabinet decision (15 December 2020) be updated to reflect England
being placed into a national lockdown;

c) the final two grant payments of £100,000 to Sencio be reduced to
£75,000 per month, paid in January and February 2021, which would
cover the monthly expenditure incurred by Sencio during the enforced
closure and ensure the Council’s buildings are maintained and essential
monitoring checks, payments to utilities and suppliers and associated
staffing costs are covered. If Kent moves into a lower tier enabling the
immediate reopening of leisure centres, the grant payment would be
reinstated to the original monthly grant allocation of £100,000 for the
remaining period;

d) the revised decision (c above) remain conditional on Sencio reopening
its leisure centres as soon as is permitted in line with Government
guidance and engaging in and supporting the consultancy work to be
presented to Cabinet in March 2021;
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e) any grant be funded from the General Fund Reserve. The General Fund
Reserve balance to then be reinstated by transferring the same amount
from the Budget Stabilisation Fund.

IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISIONS
This notice was published on 15 January 2021. The decision contained in Minute

162 is a recommendation to Council. The decision contained in Minute 163 takes
effect on 25 January 2021.

THE MEETING WAS CONCLUDED AT 7.28 PM

CHAIRMAN
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